








Graduation rate:

Currently, Alabama is using a graduation rate that can be described as a completer rate, which
means Alabama divides the number of graduates by the number of graduates plus the
dropouts from each of the previous four years.

As required by the recently issued Title I regulations, states must report graduation rate data,
in the aggregate and disaggregated by subgroup, using the four-year adjusted cohort
graduation rate beginning with report cards providing assessment results for the 2010-11
school year.

The graduation rate target Alabama requires for the district or school to make AYP is 90
percent or some improvement over the previous year.

According to the National Governor’s Association 2008 report Implementing Graduation
Counts: State Progress to Date, 2008, Alabama should have capability to report the NGA
Compact 4-year graduation rate in 2009.

Alabama uses a performance index when calculating AYP, which provides half credit to schools
and districts for any student scoring at level 2 (Partially Meets) and full credit for students scoring
at Levels 3 and 4. Alabama’s AMOs were not set based on this performance index.



SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT ALABAMA MUST SUBMIT TO MEET
ESEA REQUIREMENTS FOR SCIENCE STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS

2.0 - ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS

1. Evidence of approval of the academic achievement standards and cut scores for the general and
alternate assessments.

2. A narrative describing the performance level 1 for both the general and alternate science
assessments, including how the non-mastery of content components is scored and included in
standards setting.

3. A list containing the names and roles of the people involved in:

o Drafting the science performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the general assessment;
and
o Finalizing PLDs during standards setting for the general and alternate assessments.

4.0 - TECHNICAL QUALITY

1. Updated "Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP)" form and training materials that includes science.

2. Evidence of intended and unintended consequences.

3. Final correlation analyses pertaining to the validity of the science general assessment.

4. Final standards-setting materials, including the lists of standards-setting judges, the final
standards-setting report, and the final approved cut scores.

5. Final technical manuals, including documentation that DIF analysis is being used.

6. Description and results of accommodation studies.

7. The frequency of accommodated and non-accommodated tests for the general science
assessments.
8. Details of how the state ensures the consistency of the general assessment test forms over time.

5.0 - ALIGNMENT

1. For the alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards, a frequency
distribution for each of the complexity levels being selected across the state on each of the
extended content standards.

2. Evidence that the state has taken steps to ensure alignment between challenging academic content
standards and the academic achievement standards once standard setting is complete.

6.0 - INCLUSION

1. Data on the number and percentage of students enrolled on test date and number tested by
disaggregated group.

7.0 - REPORTING

1. Final science reports and interpretive guides that describe what the scores mean.
Final science summary reports that include the number of students enrolled and percentage tested
or number of students tested/not tested, and numbers for each of the required subgroups, at the
school, district, and State levels.

3. Interpretive information that accompanies the reports for parents, teachers, and principals.

4. Evidence that districts are required to disseminate reports in a timely manner to parents, teachers,
and principals.



