














provide evidence that students assessed under non-standard testing conditions are considered non-
participants in the assessment system.,

10. Evidence that judgmental and empirical methods are used to evaluate potential bias of items on
the science tests. This evidence must include a description of the process, the participants, and the
outcomes of these reviews.

11. Detailed test blueprints for DC CAS grades 3 and 5 and for high school Biology that support the
development of comparable test forms over time that sample all of the relevant science standards.

12. A long-term equating plan that specifies field-test design and item development/acquisition
procedures to support the development of test forms that are comparable.

13. Evidence of its quality control requirements for scoring and analyzing results for both the DC
CAS and DC CAS-Alt science assessments, including scoring rubrics for the DC-CAS in science.

14. Evidence of continuous procedures (including regular engagement of the TAC) for using the
results of monitoring and other analysis for improving the on-going quality of its assessment
system. (DC CAS and DC CAS-Alt)

5.0 - ALIGNMENT

1. For the DC CAS assessment:
a. The rationale for the coverage of only approximately one third of science standards and
clarification of whether or not the other two-thirds will be covered in future years;
b. Item specifications used to guide item writing (item content, format and scoring criteria);
c. Procedures and rationale for item selection; and
d. Two-way alignment studies that verify that the operational tests are aligned with the
science content standards.
2. For the DC CAS-Alt assessment:
a. Policy and procedures for selection of prioritized skills for the DC CAS-Alt that ensures

that students do not repeat the same skills over time; and
b. Evidence of alignment for the science assessment.

6.0 - INCLUSION

1. Evidence of training designed to ensure appropriate use of accommodations by general and
special education and ELL teachers and test administrators.

2. A report of the number and percentage of students who took an assessment with a read-aloud
accommodation in 2007-08. The report should include information on students with disabilities as
a group and ELL students as a group.

3. Data confirming participation of all high school students in the biology assessment (DC CAS or
DC CAS-Alt) at some point in their high school career.

4. Evidence of clarification to the field that students may not participate in the DC CAS-Alt on the
basis of a 504 plan.

7.0 - REPORTING

1. An Individual Student Report for the District of Columbia Comprehensive Assessment System
that includes the performance level descriptor or other information explaining the meaning of the
achievement level that corresponds to a student's score, or evidence that this information is
distributed to all parents with the Individual Student Report.



Science

2. Actual reports that address all requirements in this section, including:

a.
b.

C.

€.

School, district and state summary reports that include results for all required reporting;
subgroups as well as the number enrolled and the number tested/not;

An individual student report that includes results expressed as achievement levels with
appropriate explanation of the meaning of the achievement levels accompanied by a
detailed interpretive guide for parents in language that is understandable to them;
Evidence that test results will be delivered to parents and educators as soon as possible
after the assessment is completed; and

Itemized score analyses by subdomain or standards that provides useful instructional
information to educators.

3. Evidence that the state ensured that student-level assessment data are maintained securely to
protect student confidentiality.



