











6.0 Inclusion
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Guidelines for Individualized Educational Program (IEP) teams to apply in determining when a
child’s cognitive disability justifies assessment based on modified academic achievement standards,
including clarification of the “three grades below” criteria (6.2 1a)

A clear explanation of the differences between assessments based on grade-level academic
achievement standards and those based on modified or alternate academic achievement standards,
including the relation between “basic” on the general assessment and “basic” on the AA-MAS
(6.2.1c)

Criteria for IEP Teams to use to determine which students with disabilities are eligible to be
assessed based on modified academic achievement standards that include, at a minimum, each of the
following:

e The student’s disability has precluded the student from achieving grade-level proficiency as
demonstrated by objective evidence of the student’s academic performance; and

e The student’s progress to date in response to appropriate instruction, including special education
and related services designed to address the student’s individual needs, is such that, even if
significant growth occurs, the IEP Team is reasonably certain that the student will not achieve
grade-level proficiency within the year covered by the student’s IEP; and

e The student’s IEP goals for subjects assessed by the statewide system are based on the academic
content standards for the grade in which the student is enrolled. (6.2.2a)

Evidence that the State has informed IEP Teams that a student may be assessed based on modified

academic achievement standards in one or more subjects (6.2.2b)

Evidence that the State has established and monitored implementation of clear and appropriate

guidelines for developing IEPs that include goals based on content standards for the grade in which a

student is enrolled (6.2.2¢)

Evidence that the State has ensured that students who are assessed based on modified academic

achievement standards have access to the curriculum, including instruction, for the grade in which the

students are enrolled (6.2.2d)

Evidence that the State has ensured that students who take an alternate assessment based on modified

academic achievement standards are not precluded from attempting State diploma requirements

(6.2.2¢)

7.0 Reports
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Sample summary reports at the State, LEA and school levels that clearly display results for the AA-
MAS, including the number of eligible students enrolled or number tested/not tested (7.2)



