





Assessment System
Maine’s assessment system met the requirements to be considered Fully Approved with
Recommendations. This means that Maine’s assessment system includes academic content standards
in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science; student achievement standards in
reading/language arts and mathematics; alternate achievement standards for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities in reading/language arts and mathematics; and assessments and
alternate assessments in each of grades 3 through 8 and one grade in high school in reading/language
arts and mathematics. I encourage you to consider whether there are any areas in which the
Department can provide or facilitate technical assistance to Maine in meeting the statutory or
regulatory requirements or as you consider changes to your current assessment system.
o Maine’s science assessments are not yet fully compliant.

» In 2007-08, the Department required that the state meet four minimal criteria related to the
content area of science: have science content standards; have a general and alternate science
assessment; include all students in one of the science assessments (i.e., either the general or
alternate); and report the results of the science assessments. Maine met these requirements.

= In 2008-09, the Department will conduct peer reviews of science assessments and expects the
assessments to be fully compliant. Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, science
assessments will be included in the states’ assessment status. For additional detail, please see
the enclosed fact sheet.

*  Since Maine did not submit evidence regarding its science assessments for peer review in
October 2008, it must submit evidence in March 2009.

Accountability System

o Minimum group size (the state-defined minimum number of students necessary to have valid and
reliable AYP determinations): Maine’s minimum group size is 20. (The average across all states
is approximately 30 students.)

o Annual measurable objectives (AMO) (the yearly target for the percentage of students required to
be proficient or above for a school to make AYP):
= 2008-09: Maine’s goal for this year is 58 percent for students in grades 3-8 and 64 percent of

high school students scoring proficient in reading/language arts; and, 50 percent of students
in grades 3-8 and 42 percent for high school students in mathematics.

=  AMO type: Maine set its AMOs consistent with the statutory requirements, using an annual
increase method.

o Confidence interval: The state applies a confidence interval of 95 percent.

o Full academic year definition (for purposes of determining whether a student’s score must be
included in AYP determinations): In Maine, a student must be enrolled on October 1 in order to
be included in AYP determinations.

o Graduation rate:

»  Currently, Maine is using a graduation rate that can be described as a completer rate, meaning
that it takes the number of graduates divided by the number of graduates plus the number of
students that dropout each of the previous four years.

*  As required by the recently issued Title I regulations, states must report graduation rate data,
in the aggregate and disaggregated by subgroup, using the four-year adjusted cohort
graduation rate beginning with report cards providing assessment results for the 2010-11
school year.

* The graduation rate target Maine requires for the district or school to make AYP 1s 75
percent.

*  According to the National Governor’s Association 2008 report Implementing Graduation
Counts: State Progress to Date, 2008, Maine will have capability of calculating the NGA
Compact 4-year graduation rate in 2010.



